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Thief of time
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Lobsang (born Newgate Ludd) was raised by the Ankh-Morpork Thieves’
Guild, but was discovered by Soto of the History Monks when Lobsang per-
formed the Stance of the Coyote (personalized time shift, possibly a reference
to cartoon character Wile E. Coyote’s ability to pause in mid-air, often for
comic effect) in order to save his own life after falling from a rooftop, which
would have killed him. Afterwards he was sent to and raised in the Temple,
where he confounded his teachers by knowing too much, but not knowing
how he knows it, and even then not knowing that he knows it till he is asked
the specific question. Eventually he was apprenticed to Lu-Tze after his
teachers were unable to teach him. This move was not entirely in Lobsangs
best interests- due to internal politics, it was hoped they would ”break” each
other. Lu-Tze theorised that time’s hold on him was ”loose” for example,
Lobsang could demonstrate a negative reaction time- moving towards some-
thing before it starts moving, though this theory eventually proved to be
wrong. During this time he showed several unique powers, being able to
sense the direction of a time disturbance, balancing the ”load” of time down
to less than a second after a Time Crash (which a man with 50,000 years ex-
perience claims he couldn’t even hope to do) and reacting (and being reacted
to) the Mandala, a visual display of Time on the Disk. After the time crash
he goes out into the world to stop the second Glass Clock, (under the pretext
of being shown the Way of Mrs Cosmopolite) which was being constructed
by his then unknown temporal double, Jeremy Clockson.
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